' Newsletter of The Montrose Society

HE STEEPL

AUTUMN 2005

Issue NO. 11

Committee
Members
2005 - 2006
President
Sandy Munro
Vice President
Tony Sutton
Committee
Kip Fraser
Alan MacCallum
John MacPherson
Wendy Milne
Graham Pert
Billy Strachan
Raymond Sutton
John Thomson

James G Low

% world in association with the Jubilee Celebrations.
. Sandy Munro, President

Forthcoming Golden Jubilee

Plans are coming into shape to celebrate the 50th. Anniversary of the foundation of the Montrose
Society in 2006.

The Society was initially formed in the spring of 1956 following considerable controversy about
the impending demolition of the "Toorie Hoose", near the harbour.

In these 50 years the town has seen many changes, and the Society has played a significant role in
fostering awareness of its history, its unique townscape and built environment, and its people
through a programme of lectures, award schemes, and publications.

The suggestion has already been made that we consult the members regarding ideas to mark this
milestone, and there is still time for suggestions to be considered and acted on. Please contact me
or any committee member.

A Jubilee dinner has been arranged for April 21, 2006 in the Links Hotel at which the main
speaker will be Sheriff Alexander (Sandy) Jessop. We are planning to "flush out" as many past
presidents and key Society activists as possible to make for a memorable evening. The costs will
be subsidised for Montrose Society members to encourage a large turnout.

I am researching the formation of the Society. If anyone has information re these times and the
circumstances | would be interested in hearing from them.

Annual Awards and Commendation Scheme
2006 will see a change in the format of the Awards.

| The Civic Awards Scheme for encouraging the Highest Standards in Architecture, Townscape and

Conservation will continue. Over the years it has been very successful and it is vital that we

| maintain its standing and reputation.
| We have decided to wind up the Commendation Awards Scheme, which, while successful in

encouraging decoration standards for commercial premises, we feel has now "had its day". We are
considering further initiatives to encourage improvements in how Montrose shows its face to the

MEETINGS
are held in the Leg-
ends Suite, George
Hotel, Montrose at
7.30pm.

Annual membership is
£8.

Visitors £1.50 per
evening.

Juniors are free.
Coffee and Tea avail-
able.

Meetings are held|
from September to
March.

Do please come
along to any/all you
are interested in.
You will be made
very welcome.

Arbuthnott The Boat Builders

A couple of months
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Low’s book on the "Highways
and Byeways of Montrose" is
well known to all interested in
the history of the town, and the
Society is fortunate to have some
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of the author's original manu-
scripts for the other projects he
was working on. These were do-
nated to the Society by Mrs Ali-
son Gough, a relation of Low,
who has provided typewritten
transcripts of "The Dominicans
of Montrose 1230 - 1587"; "The
Bells of St Mary 1463 - 1676"
and "The Ancient Hospital Of
Montrose 1587 - 1942". Mrs
Gough is currently transcribing
two volumes of "The Blackfri-

ars .
Tony Sutton

ago a Graham Toward
'phoned from Berwick
on Tweed looking for
photographs of the
boat builders Arbuth-
notts. We have quite a
large selection in the
archives, so when he @
visited | was able to

find out more about
his interest in the
yard. Apparently he §
and his family have
been coming to Gour-

don for their holidays for the past twenty years and he became
interested in the fishing industry. He showed me a history of]
fishing boats in the Berwick on Tweed area that he wrote, and
promised to give a copy of the Arbuthnott story. This arrived a few
days ago and is really excellent, a very comprehensive piece o
research and well illustrated. Anyone interested to read it please

contact me.

DIFFERENT, UNUSUAL & AFFORDABLE
GIFTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Also:Occasional Rustic Furniture, Interior Design

Pieces, Mirrors, Lamps, Artificial Flowers,

Antique Reproductions, China, Glass, Miscellany,

Farrago

176A High Street, Montrose
Telephone 01674 677602

Dickson
( Montrose)

Wile of James Chalmers SR
(tArbroath)

THE ADHERIVE STAMP
Barbara or Margaret

Dickson

Christened 19.04.1781 Died 25.02.1861

Father James Dickson, Mother Christian Murray
James Chalmers

Born 02.02.1782. Died 1853

A Montrose lady whose life has intrigued me for many
years was Barbara Dickson. She was born and chris-
tened in Montrose in 1781, Her father, James Dickson,
was married to Christian Murray and at some stage in
his life he was a Bailey in Montrose.

My interest in Barbara Dickson was her marriage to
James Chalmers, the inventor of the adhesive postage
stamp. As I understand from their family papers they
had nine children many of whom died at an early age.
Barbara was a member of the Glassite Church when she
married James and was a great helpmate in his business
and family affairs. James used to contribute on postal
reform to the Montrose Review. His letter of 30th.
September 1839 is looked upon as the idea that saved
the Post Office from collapse.

Maorris Scott, Arbroath
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